At about 10:00 or 10:30 a.m. Petty walked to the working
face from behind the line curtain.  He frequently took this
approach.  As he proceeded toward the face he found the curtain
had pulled loose from the spads; it was against the rib.  There
wasn't much ventilation coming through and Petty knew he had a
problem.  He immediately came through the curtain.  The miners
were loading the shuttle car and Petty signaled them to stop (Tr.
41, 42, 80).  Since the shuttle car was loaded he directed them
to back it away from the face.  It took the operator about ten
seconds to stop (Tr. 41, 42).  As the miner was backed out MSHA
inspector Heggins stopped them (Tr. 42).  About 10 to 15 seconds
had elapsed (Tr. 43).  Petty had stopped the mining operation
before he knew the MSHA inspector was present (Tr. 63).

In order to reestablish ventilation after the miner was shut
down, the employees pulled the curtain out and spadded it back to
the floor (Tr. 52, 53).  They started from the face and walked
the whole curtain line, tightening all gaps, checking all spads
and cracks (Tr. 55) .  After the gaps were fixed, after the
restriction was removed at the corner and after the curtain was
moved at crosscut 29 there was sufficient ventilation {Tr. 57).

According to witness Petty the curtain, as it hung from the
ceiling, was properly installed in the first place.  They re-
tightened it after the citation was issued in order to get the
maximum amount of air to the face (Tr. 58).

In Petty's opinion, changing the position of the brandish
curtain at crosscut 29 did not contribute to an increase in the
air flow (Tr. 61).

Closing the gaps along the curtain from the working face to
crosscut 29 contributed an additional two or three thousand cubic
feet of air flow (Tr. 61).  The trailing cable pinching the
curtain was the main problem.  Petty had stopped to take care of
it (Tr. 62).  This particular condition was abated by moving the
curtain back from the rib and spadding it to the floor (Tr. 62).

David Day, a miner operator, described his activities on
this day as well as the inspections made by the section foreman
(Tr. 65-67).

Shortly prior to the inspection the water line had to be
repaired.  After the line was repaired it took about 15 or 20
seconds to finish loading the car (Tr. 68, 70).  As they finished
loading Petty came through the curtain and signaled them with his
light to stop mining.  They stopped and backed the shuttle car
away from the continuous miner.  As they were backing up Behling
and inspector Heggins told them to stop (Tr. 68, 71).  In Day's
opinion, before the water line was fixed, the three-inch trailing

615 not
